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MONTANANS ASKED TO CONTRIBUTE FOR HANDBOOK ABOUT THE WEST
MISSOULA Montanans can help noted author Patricia Nelson Limerick gather material for a new
book about the West on Monday, July 19, at the Boone and Crockett Club.
A public roundtable discussion will be held at 7:30 p.m. to address questions such as
“What should every Westerner know?” Those living under the Big Sky also can sound off on
issues like environmental protection, community, changing economies and public lands.
Input gathered during the session - one of 15 to 20 such meetings planned in locales
across the West - will be used to write a book called “Handbook for the New W est.” Limerick
and co-author William Riebsame, both faculty members at the University of Colorado in
Boulder, hope the book will expose the workings of Western regional identity while focusing
on such timely issues as cultural diversity, development and regional growth.
The event is being organized by The University of Montana’s Center for the Rocky
Mountain West, and will be part of the center’s Second Annual Summer Institute. This institute
will bring together representatives of regional organizations from throughout the Rocky
Mountain West and other areas July 18-20. The center will use the institute to explore the
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possibility of publishing a multidisciplinary of regional interest titled “Readers’ Companion to
the Rocky Mountain W est,” which will cover a great range of issues of regional interest.
Limerick has published a wide variety of books, articles and reviews. Her best-known
work, “The Legacy of Conquest,” has had a major impact on the field of Western American
history. Most recently she was a contributor to the “Atlas of the New W est.” A noted historian
of the American West, she taught at Harvard University from 1980-84 and CU since 1984, and
is board chair for the Center of the American West in Boulder.
Riebsame, a geography associate professor at CU since 1990, also contributed to the
book, “Atlas of the New W est,” as well as “Drought and Natural Resources Management in
the United States” and “Assessing the Social Implications of Climate Fluctuations: A Guide to
Climate Impact Studies.” He also has written for several journals.
UM ’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West is a regional studies and public policy
institute designed to sharpen Westerners’ understanding of their region and guide visions for its
future.
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